By JOAN BOBAY 
Neighbors Correspondent 


If there had to be a Words f 


disaster, the weekend of June 22- 
23 would have been a +i time 
for it. 

On that weekend, patvateur 


(“ham”) radio operators in Allen « 
-County and throughout. North 
: America set up portable equip- 
-ment for a combination 
contest/emergency preparedness - 


exercise. 
The annual event, known! as 
Field Day, is sponsored by the 
American Radio Relay League, a 
ham radio organization in New- . 
ington, Conn.. About 45 members 
of the Fort Wayne Radio Club 


‘ placed their antennae, radio gear . 


and tents in a treeless field 2 miles 
north of Townley, near the Ohio 
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state line. : 


The idea i is to mtace as many 
other: hams at their. own Field 


Days as possible.. All together | 
-2,600 contacts were made by the .. 
operators working from the Town- 
-ley site. -. 

Some groups,: including the lo-: ° 
cal club, began setting up a day . 
- early. On Friday, they assembled — 


60-foot, three-sided metal towers. 
The next day, they scrambled to 


mount antennae atop the towers, — 
’ hook up acentral portable genera- 
tor and get five radio stations on | 


theair.: «. 
ARRL rules plowed 24 hours of ‘4 


air time to groups who set up 


early. Those who assembled all’ 


their gear and antennae at 1 p.m. 
Saturday were allowed 27 hours 
on the airwaves. « 

Scoring is based on the number 
of other stations contacted during 
that period. Consequently, con- 


versation,;is held to.a minimum. 


Generally, each contact lasts a few 


*seconds as operators exchange 
only the information required by . 
‘contest rules — their locations | 
and the number of transmitters at © * 


their Field Day sites.. 


Because no points are awarded , 
for duplicate contacts — that is, | 
talking to the same station twice - 


on the same radio band — the club 
kept detailed records, said Jim 
Wolf. Wolf, 8013 Carnovan Drive, 


along with Dino Raptis, 6835. 
Wrangler Trail, were co-chairmen | 


of the radio club’s exercise. 
“We keep track of contacts by 
computer nowadays,” Wolf said. 


|. “Our main computer operator was 


Kurt Weigand, age 10, the son of 
one of our club members.” : 

The youngest ham in atten- 
dance was 16-year-old 


Mark Bishoff; several pepaguatte 


were in their 60s. 


Although the contest generates 
enthusiasm, the deeper purpose of 


the event is “to keep North Amer- | 


ica in tune for emergency opera-. 


tions during any kind of disaster 
when normal communications ~ 


break down,” Wolf said. 


Members said the exercise is 


weekeuill contacts spam, U. US. 


These licenses are Say allagter Ps 
, to. ham, operators. and In 
. Clude various theory levels. i: 


‘ Novice’ Code © only, “five! 
words per minute (wpm) < rd 


‘Technician Voice Or. code,. 


_ five weme 2 a 


» General class Code ‘speed 
to 13 wpm... «+ | ee 
' Advanced © ‘Mora’ “difficutt’ 


“theory and code speed: 13 f 
wpm... hi ™ 


Extra class Strict theory te 


test, code speed 20 wpm... : 
| a Joan Bobay 


helped improve operating tech: eet 
‘niques and skills and was a good ay 


learning experience. 


Eight radio bands were feed ‘al ue 
. ternately by the five stations be-: . 
‘cause some bands are more useful .- | 
in the daytime while others are i 

‘more useful after dark... ) 2}. *) 
Contacts were made as far. away. 
as the. Yukon Territory, Alaska, | 
Havel Puerto Rico; and New." 
foundland.. The group also ‘con-". © | 
tacted California, Oregon; North *! 


Dakota, Texas and Louisiana by 
beaming a radio signal to an orbit- 


ing amateur radio satellite that re- . ’ 


transmits the signal back to Earth. 
The Saturday morning rain and 
30-40 mph wind gusts threatened 


the operators and observers who 


came to watch and chat. «4 


_ “One guy plugged in a piece of. 
equipment and all he saw was a: 


flash,” Wolf said. “Luckily, he had 
some backup equipment.” *: 
Not all local Field Day partici- 
pants operated in large groups. | ~ 
Across the county, on the 


~ grounds of the new ITT Corp... 
Aerospace/Optical Division plant — 
on Cook Road, east of Lima Road, | . 


two independent operators, both 


“ ITT engineers, set up their sta: 


thee 


tions. 
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Don. eapnen of Concordia’ Gar- 
dens, tossed a wrench on the end 
“Of a rope over:a tree limb. to posi- 
tion, their antenna. - “We. weren t 


get it up there,” Gagnon laughed. 
-;, Once their gear was set up, they 
ppetatad! ‘on: two radio’ ands. 


sas a Texas, i in aadition to pl 
cesnearer home. ne ae 


with friends i in ‘Michigan, but ate 
the exercise was to be, basically, a 
short information exchange.» 
*-DeLucenay. was: pleased with 
ick renee of contacts. Both » 


radio units, report dirbetly to:.the “ x 
ational’ Weather Service at Baer © 
‘Field. Confirmations of tornadoes, 
floods and: snow. emergencies are ; 
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some. clubs focus on. 8 ecifics like. + tion for ‘‘my location is.” been em Sea TY : 
We People interested in ‘attending | Heide aes 493-1 136 - 
ee ae license classes. ‘may contact: Bill) {!—7— aN : 
“Wolf oe Anat a sity panne Kindred at 485-8044. For informa-' ||| fs RS 
meet the needs of all. hams, but © tion on club. meetings;<call.-club“ }! |[\\QUrtay Soe 
said ‘ Es MN WE 8 


+ 
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